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his example, and that there was a great want of missionaries to improve these prosperous beginnings. Every body was very desirous of seconding the zeal of our fathers, and of sending them the assistance they requested; to which we were the more encouraged, because the Emperour's letter informed our Provincial, that we might easily enter his dominions by the way of Dancala; but, unhappily, the1 secretary wrote Geila' for Dancala, which cost two of our fathers their lives.'
Every one acquainted with Johnson's manner will be sensible that there is nothing of it here ; but that this sentence might have been composed by any other man.
. But, in the Preface, the Johnsonian style begins to appear ; and though use had not yet taught his wing a permanent and equable flight, there arc parts of it which exhibit his best manner in full vigour. I had once the pleasure of examining it with Mr. Edmund Burke, who confirmed me in this opinion, by his supcn'our critical sagacity, and was, I remember, much delighted with the following specimen :
' The Portuguese traveller, contrary to the general vein of his countrymen, has amused his reader with no romantick absurdity, or incredible fictions; whatever he relates, whether true or not, is at least probable; and he who tells nothing exceeding the bounds of probability, has a right to demand that they should believe him who cannot contradict him.
' He appears, by his modest and unaffected narration, to have de-.scribed things as he saw them, to have copied nature from the life, and to have consulted his senses, not his imagination. He meets with no basilisks that destroy with their eyes, his crocodiles devour their prey without tears, and his cataracts fall from the rocks without deafening the neighbouring inhabitants2.
'The reader will here find no regions cursed with irremediable barren^ ness, or blessed with spontaneous fecundity; no perpetual gloom, or unceasing sunshine; nor are the nations here described either devoid of all sense of humanity, or consummate in all private or social virtues. Here are no Hottentots without religious polity or articulate language3;
' In the original, Zeila.                     bouring inhabitants were at all deaf.
.   ' Lobo, in describing a waterfall     I conversed with several, and was as
on the Nile, had said :—'The fall of    easily heard by  them  as  I   heard
this  mighty stream from  so great     them,' p. lor.
a height makes a noise that may be        3 In the original, without religion,
heard to a considerable distance; but    polity, or articulate language. I could trot observe that the neigh- places, was not     hum was owing to a Dissenu-r, fall
